
Dave Osterman, owner and President of O&P Lab ,

presents Vikki Donovan with signed commemora-

Ɵǀ Ğ��ƉŝĐƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůƵŐŐĂŐĞ�ƐĞƚ͘ ��

Rick Lamirande with Vikki Donovan. Rick the Chief

KƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ�Kĸ ĐĞƌ�ŽĨ��/ŵĂŐĞ�KƌƚŚŽƉĞĚŝĐ�>Ăď�ƚƌĂǀ Ͳ

ĞůĞĚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂǇ�ĨƌŽŵ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ƚŽ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚ�s ŝŬŬŝ͛Ɛ�

Party.

AN O&P LEGEND RETIRES

�ŌĞƌ�ϯϭ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ϴ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͕ �s ŝŬŬŝ��ŽŶŽǀ ĂŶ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƉƵƌͲ

ĐŚĂƐŝŶŐ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞƌͬ ŽƌƚŚŽƟƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�KƌƚŚŽƟĐ�Θ�WƌŽƐƚŚĞƟĐ�>Ăď�ŝƐ�

ƌĞƟƌŝŶŐ͘��s ŝŬŬŝ�ŝƐ�ŬŶŽǁ Ŷ�ďǇ�Ğǀ ĞƌǇ�KΘW�ǀ ĞŶĚŽƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶͲ

try as tough, no nonsense manager with a heart of gold.

Her cost containment policies at O&P lab are as funny as

ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�Ğī ĞĐƟǀ Ğ͘��/Ĩ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ǇŽƵ�ǁ ĂŶƚ�Ă�ŶĞǁ �ĐŚŝŶĂ�

marker, you must bring her the worn out stub of your cur-

rent marker and lay it on her desk in order to be issued a

new one. If you want a new can of glue you must present

her with the empty can or you get nothing. The techni-

cians love to tease Vikki as she gives them what is known

as the “glare” when they sign out materials from her

warehouse. The late Charlie Taggart used to laugh when

people asked him about cost containment and say her

name is “Vikki”.

Once you get by the tough girl act, you can’t help but

ůŽǀ Ğ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�s ŝŬŬŝ͘��s ŝŬŬŝ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞĚ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ������ĞƌƟͲ

Į ĞĚ�KƌƚŚŽƟƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĂŶǇ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĂĐĐĞƉƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐŝͲ

ƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�WƵƌĐŚĂƐŝŶŐ�D ĂŶĂŐĞƌ͘��, Ğƌ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ůŽǀ Ğ�ŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�

ƚŚŝƐ�ĚĂǇ�ƐƟůů�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐĞĞŶ�ďǇ�s ŝŬŬŝ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐŽŵĞ�

in.

��ZĞƟƌĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉĂƌƚǇ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŚĞůĚ�ŝŶ�s ŝŬŬŝ͛Ɛ�ŚŽŶŽƌ�ŽŶ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�

22, 2014 at Llewelyn’s Pub in Webster Groves and every-

one in the company turned out to wish Vikki well. It was-

Ŷ͛ ƚ�ũƵƐƚ�s ŝŬŬŝ͛Ɛ�ĐŽǁ ŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĚ͕ �ƚŚĞ�Žǁ ŶĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�

former employees of other St. Louis O&P companies also

turned out to honor this icon of the O&P community. Ven-

dors from all over came in for the party, one even coming

from as far away as California.  Vikki’s influence on the 

O&P community is undeniable and she will be long re-

membered.

We will miss you Vikki Donovan,

By: Tom Malone


